Contemporary Personalities
in any event. To press it when a heavy, even if lucrative, blow had just been struck at the party of Ascendency in Ireland might easily have proved fatal to Conservatism.
George Wyndham did not see matters in this light. To him Land Act and Devolution were twin constituents of one common progressive Irish policy^ Then in his generous enthusiasm he made one or two bad tactical slips; and so it happened that he fell with his policy. But was the Prime Minister very much, or at all, to blame for all this ? He was being asked to do what was probably the impossible —at least, he was being invited to take part in a crusade. Crusades do not appeal to Lord Balfour's temperament.
In some ways Lord Balfour's political good fortune culminated when he attained the Premiership. For many years he enjoyed bothrin the country and in Parliament, the friendship, alliance, and assistance of Mr. Joseph Chamberlain—a priceless asset. For each party to the combination supplied exactly the qualities the other lacked, and yet there was no breach of sympathy between them. This close union was most unhappily destined to reach an end.
Lord Salisbury, on his retirement in 1902, left his nephew something of a damnosa hereditas: the league-long wave of Unionist and Imperialist sentiment which had swept Conservatism along ever since 1884 was beginning to lose its vital force. Other voices talking Social Reform were to be heard with an ever-rising clamour in the country. The physical and financial effort of the South African War, puny as it appears to this generation, was beginning to
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